
Degree Subject A-Level Subjects Required A-Level Subjects Suggested

Medicine Biology, Chemistry Mathematics, Physics, Psychology

Law
None (often any subjects acceptable, but 

preferred: English, History)
History, English, Politics, Philosophy

Engineering 

(General)
Mathematics, Physics

Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Design & 

Technology

Business 

Management
None (commonly any subjects)

Mathematics, Economics, Business Studies, 

Accounting

Computer Science
Mathematics, Computer Science 

(preferred)

Further Mathematics, Physics, Design & 

Technology

Economics Mathematics
Further Mathematics, Economics, Business 

Studies

Psychology
Psychology (if available), Biology or 

Sociology
Mathematics, Chemistry, Geography

Architecture
Mathematics, Physics or Art (sometimes 

required)

Art & Design, Physics, Design & Technology, 

Geography

Accounting & 

Finance
Mathematics (often required)

Economics, Business Studies, Further 

Mathematics

Politics
None (but subjects like History, Government 

& Politics are advantageous)

History, English, Sociology, Economics, 

Philosophy

Veterinary Science Biology, Chemistry
Mathematics, Physics, Psychology, 

Geography

Philosophy
None (but subjects like History, English, or 

Religious Studies are helpful)

English, History, Politics, Sociology, Religious 

Studies

Sociology None (but English or History can be helpful)
Psychology, History, Geography, Politics, 

Religious Studies

History
None (but History is often recommended, 

occasionally required)

English, Politics, Geography, Philosophy, 

Economics

Mathematics
Mathematics, Further Mathematics (often 

required)
Physics, Computer Science, Economics

English Literature
English Literature (or English Language & 

Literature)

History, Sociology, Philosophy, Theatre 

Studies

Fine Art Art & Design
Photography, History of Art, Design & 

Technology, Drama

Media Studies
None (but subjects like English, Drama, Art & 

Design can be helpful)
English, Art & Design, Film Studies, Sociology

Geography Geography Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics

Linguistics English, or a language Languages, English, Psychology, Sociology

Drama & Theatre 

Studies

None (but English or Drama is 

recommended)
English, Music, Art & Design, Sociology

Sports Science Biology (often required)
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, 

Psychology

International 

Relations

None (but History, Politics, or Geography 

are useful)

Economics, Geography, Politics, History, 

Philosophy

Environmental 

Science
Biology, Chemistry

Geography, Mathematics, Physics, 

Environmental Studies

Dentistry Biology, Chemistry Mathematics, Physics, Psychology

Anthropology
None (but Sociology, Geography, or History 

are beneficial)
Psychology, History, Geography, Sociology

Criminology
None (but Sociology, Psychology, or Law 

are helpful)

Law, Sociology, Psychology, Government & 

Politics

Nursing Biology, Chemistry (often required) Psychology, Sociology, Health & Social Care

Civil Engineering Mathematics, Physics
Further Mathematics, Design & Technology, 

Chemistry

All universities have different entry requirements. This table is just a guide and there will be exceptions. 

Suggested Subjects: While not mandatory, these subjects can strengthen an application.

General Requirements: Many universities accept a range of subjects, but specific course content may 

require certain background knowledge, particularly in subjects like Medicine, Law, and Engineering.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR SPECIFIC DEGREES


